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Illegal dumping is a solid waste problem in cities around the world independent of wealth, culture, or climate.  Organised data management systems can improve the ability to manage illegal dumping.  The presentation will provide an overview of the methods used in New Zealand to collect data, and describe ways that future researchers can help city solid waste managers to reduce illegal dumping.  Illegal dumping is in between littering and corporate dumping of waste, and poorly studied.  It can vary from a small bag of waste to large post-consumer items such as a bed or car.  Illegal dumping tends to occur in spatial patterns allowing for pro-active management (such as signs), or reactive management (such as clean-up or enforcement).  Past studies have shown that illegal dumping is more likely where: 
	there is little traffic, 
	there is poor night lighting, 
	there are few people, 
	there is already waste, 
	there is vacant land, or 
	there is a slope for waste to be disposed down. 
Management strategies on proactive management or enforcement can benefit from collection and analysis of large volumes of high quality data, much as traffic management benefits from traffic and accident data.  The presentation will provide examples from a study last year by undergraduate civil engineering students into the problem of illegal dumping, and describe further research that is planned. 
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